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REGULATIONS
DOCTORATE SCHOLARSHIP COMPETITION
GRADUATE SCHOOL AND CONTINUING EDUCATION (EPEC)
FACULTY OF PHYSICAL AND MATHEMATICAL SCIENCES
UNIVERSITY OF CHILE
ACADEMIC YEAR 2025

A
1. OBJECTIVE 

The Doctorate Scholarship from the Graduate School and Continuing Education (hereinafter EPEC) aims to financially support the doctoral studies of students from the Faculty of Physical and Mathematical Sciences at the University of Chile, for a maximum period of four years, counted from the start date of the study program. The renewal of this scholarship will be annual.

In this competition, natural persons, whether Chilean or foreign, with or without permanent residency in Chile, may apply.       


2. DURATION 

The duration of the EPEC Doctorate Scholarship will be annual and renewable for a maximum of four (4) years from the date the student enters the Doctoral Program, subject to the student's academic performance and status in the respective program. The number of scholarships awarded, and their duration will be determined by the scholarship committee based on the total amount available each year.

The benefits of the scholarship will be valid for the period stated in the award or until the date of the degree exam or equivalent instance, whichever comes first. Beneficiaries must inform EPEC via email of the date of the degree exam or equivalent instance.

The academic progress of the scholarship recipient must be certified annually, along with the submission to EPEC of the documentation indicated later for the annual renewal of the scholarship.

Those who have applied as regular students of a Doctoral program may only receive scholarship benefits for the remaining time to complete the four (4) years, always counted from the date of entry into the Doctoral program.

Those awarded the scholarship must start or continue their Doctoral studies on the dates and under the conditions established in these regulations, which must be verified at the time of the scholarship award. Similarly, those who provide documentation indicating that their studies will begin after the date established in this EPEC scholarship call will be declared out of the scope of these regulations.


3. APPLICATION REQUIREMENTS 

Applicants for the EPEC DOCTORATE SCHOLARSHIP must meet the following requirements:

1. Hold the academic degree of Bachelor's or Professional Title or its equivalent[footnoteRef:0] for undergraduate studies completed abroad, awarded by Chilean or foreign higher education institutions. However, those in their last semester or in the process of obtaining their degree in a Chilean university may apply. This situation must be verified by a certificate issued by the competent authority of the university of origin. Nevertheless, the degree or professional title must be presented before the scholarship award date. If the applicant does not present the mentioned document by the specified date, EPEC will not award the scholarship. For this scholarship purpose, while evaluating the application score, only the grades that the applicant has at the time of completing their application for this benefit will be considered. [0:  Equivalent” is understood as those undergraduate studies carried out abroad, such as Bachelor or Diploma, among others, with EPEC FCFM being the faculty to define which studies are equivalent.] 


2. Be a regular student of one of the accredited doctoral programs of EPEC, without exceeding the eighth (8) semester of permanence (postponements will not be considered).

3. Have an academic performance greater than or equal to 5.0 on a scale of 1 to 7. This must be certified by the average grades of the academic degree or professional title with which they are applying. If grades are in different scales, documents that show the minimum and maximum passing grades for conversion by EPEC will be requested.

Without prejudice to the obligation of applicants to present the documentation requested by EPEC to verify compliance with the conditions and obligations established in these regulations, EPEC may establish different accreditation mechanisms than those indicated above. EPEC reserves the right to request information from all public or private entities to verify compliance with the conditions and obligations of their scholarship recipients.

4. INCOMPATIBILITIES 

The following individuals cannot be beneficiaries of the EPEC DOCTORATE SCHOLARSHIP:

1. Those who are beneficiaries of the ANID National Doctorate Scholarship to pursue the same academic program or to obtain the same academic degree. Situations related to scholarship holders who have abandoned their postgraduate studies funded by a scholarship administered by ANID due to illness, unforeseen circumstances, or force majeure that is duly certified and who have returned the funds received under that scholarship may only be remedied.

2. Those who receive another scholarship or complementary benefit funded by the public sector (national or international) whose amount, combined with this benefit, exceeds the funding of the ANID scholarship. In the event of receiving any additional funding, the applicant must submit a simple signed statement explicitly declaring the amount, origin, purpose, and duration of the funding received, clearly stating that by obtaining the EPEC scholarship, the total amount of funding for their studies does not exceed the amount of the ANID scholarship. Any lack of truthfulness in this statement will result in the loss of the EPEC scholarship.

Ethical violations will result in the loss of this benefit. These situations will be evaluated throughout the academic recipient's trajectory and will result in the non-renewal of the benefit for the following academic period.

5. EPEC DOCTORATE SCHOLARSHIP BENEFITS 

The benefits of the EPEC DOCTORATE SCHOLARSHIP are as follows:

An annual maintenance allowance of 230 Unidades de Fomento (UF)[footnoteRef:1] paid in monthly installments. This allowance is renewable annually, subject to verification of the scholarship recipient's permanence in the respective study program. This allowance will be proportional to the effective duration of the studies, meaning that scholarship recipients will receive their maintenance for the days they have conducted their studies. [1:  9,200 USD approximately. The corresponding UF value will be set on august 30, 2024 equivalent to $ 37.745,97 chilean pesos.] 


For those scholarship recipients who begin studies, the benefits of the scholarship will be disbursed from the date indicated at the time of its award, which shall never be earlier than the date of the scholarship award announcement. In other words, it is not retroactive.

For those scholarship recipients who have continuity in their studies and whose Doctoral program began before the awarding of the scholarship, the benefits will only be disbursed from the indicated award date.

The annual renewal of this benefit shall be subject to proof of the recipient's permanence in the respective study program, along with documentation regarding their performance in the program and application to the corresponding year’s National Doctorate Scholarships from ANID.

In the case of pregnancy, the female scholarship recipient may use an extension of the scholarship for a maximum of 6 months for prenatal and postnatal reasons. This benefit will be granted if the scholarship recipient is a regular student and is pregnant during the validity of the scholarship.

Postponement of studies with benefits due to health reasons may only be authorized for a maximum of six months per event. The scholarship recipient must certify with formal medical documentation the reasons limiting them from performing their normal academic activities and present official documentation from their program approving the suspension of studies for this reason. 

6. STAGES OF THE PROCESS

· Application:			May 23 to June 25, 2025
· Eligibility:				June 26 to June 27, 2025
· Evaluation:				June 30 to July 15, 2025
· Scholarship Results:		July 17, 2025
· Update of Results:			July 18 to August 4, 2025
· Awarding:				August 11 to August 29, 2025

     
These dates are subject to evaluation by the Graduate School and Continuing Education. 



7. APPLICATION FOR THE SCOLARSHIP 

Applicants may submit their applications for the scholarships in a single submission via the designated email (becasepec.fcfm@uchile.cl). The application must contain at least the following documents:

a. Application form
b. Curriculum Vitae
c. Copy of identification document or passport
d. Copy of the academic degree of Bachelor or Professional Title or its equivalent
e. Transcript of grades for the title or degree with which they are applying or proof of completion of the degree.
f. Certificate of graduation ranking for the title or degree with which they are applying
g. Letter of acceptance to the Doctoral program or proof of application process or proof of regular student status.
h. Letter of motivation and study objectives.
i. Income statement
j. 2 letters of recommendation
k. Evidence of participation in activities or organizations promoting gender (optional for women applying for gender-specific slots)
l. Certificate of truthfulness of the information signed by the applicant.

The official documentation required for this application can be the same used in the immediately preceding call if they are valid for the last 10 months. While submitting recent grades, they should be up to the last semester prior to this call.

8. ADMISSIBILITY EXAMINATION OF APPLICATIONS 
B 
Once the application period for the competition is over, all applications will be subjected to an admissibility examination to verify compliance with the submission of all requested documentation, as well as the conditions and requirements established in these regulations. This includes:

· Holding the academic degree of Bachelor or Professional Title or its equivalent or presenting proof of completion of the degree.
· Certifying Academic Excellence through:
· Grades >=5.0 on a scale of 1-7 or equivalent
· Being in the top 30% of the graduation ranking
· Applying formally, being accepted, or being a regular student of a Doctoral program of EPEC.
· Accredited Doctoral Program

To certify these situations, the delivery of the documents outlined in the previous section will be reviewed, namely:

a. Application form
b. Curriculum Vitae
c. Copy of identification document or passport
d. Copy of the academic degree of Bachelor or Professional Title or its equivalent
e. Transcript of grades for the title or degree with which they are applying or proof of completion of the degree.
f. Certificate of graduation ranking for the title or degree with which they are applying
g. Letter of acceptance to the Doctoral program or proof of application process or proof of regular student status.
h. Letter of motivation and study objectives.
i. Income statement
j. 2 letters of recommendation
k. Evidence of participation in activities or organizations promoting gender (optional for women applying for gender-specific slots)
l. Certificate of truthfulness of the information signed by the applicant.

Applicants who have not previously received the scholarship or who have not had renewed in prior processes may reapply.

Applications that pass the admissibility examination will move on to the evaluation stage. Otherwise, they will be declared "Out of Scope" and will not advance to the evaluation stage.



9. EVALUATION AND SELECTION PROCESS
Applications that meet the requirements established in these competition regulations and pass the admissibility examination will be evaluated as follows: 
	Evaluation and Selection
Score from 0 to 5

	1. Academic Background
	40%
Using ANID's formula
1.1 Average of grades from the title, previous degree, or equivalent
1.2 Graduation ranking

	2. Academic Trajectory*
	40%
2.1 Teaching activities, publications, presentations at conferences, and other dissemination activities (20%)
2.2 Letters of recommendation (10%)
2.3 Curriculum progress concerning the time of permanence (10%)**

	3. Study Objective
	20%
3.1 Student letter indicating: Motivation and Objectives


* Those applying for scholarships exclusively for women must provide evidence of participation in activities or organizations promoting gender.
** In the case of new applicants, the weighting of this item will be added to 2.1 and 2.2, resulting in 25% and 15% respectively.

For the purposes of these competition regulations, "Equivalent" refers to undergraduate studies completed abroad, such as Bachelor or Diploma. Notwithstanding the foregoing, EPEC reserves the right to define which studies are considered equivalent for these purposes.

For the calculation of the score for 1. Academic Background, the following formula will be applied:
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Where:
z: graduation ranking score (score between 0,000 to 5,000)
e: total class number of students according to graduation ranking information
q: score from ranking (between 0% to 100% translated to 0,000 to 5,000 scale)
y: grades score
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Where:
q: score from ranking (between 0% to 100% translated to 0,000 to 5,000 scale)
p: percentual position according to graduation ranking (> 0% to 100%)


Regarding items 2. Academic Trajectory and 3. Study Objective, the Graduate Scholarship Committee will deliver a final total evaluation score, within the range of 0 (zero) to 5 (five) points in accordance with the evaluation criteria and sub criteria established in these competition regulations, signing an Evaluation Record for these purposes.

Meaning of Scores:
	EXCELLENT – 5 points – The proposal outstandingly meets/addresses all relevant aspects of the criterion in question. Any weaknesses are very minor.

	VERY GOOD – 4 points – The proposal very well meets/addresses the aspects of the criterion, although some improvements are possible.

	GOOD – 3 points – The proposal adequately meets/addresses the aspects of the criterion but requires some improvements.

	FAIR – 2 points – The proposal generally meets/addresses the aspects of the criterion, but there are significant deficiencies.

	POOR – 1 point – The proposal does not adequately meet/address the aspects of the criterion or has serious inherent deficiencies.

	NOT ELIGIBLE – 0 points – The proposal does not meet/address the criterion under analysis or cannot be evaluated due to missing documentation or incomplete information.



10. AWARDING AND RENEWAL
The Graduate Scholarship Committee, after evaluating the applications, will provide a list with the scores obtained by each applicant. In the event of a tie in scores, priority will be given to assigning the scholarship to women (according to the gender recorded in their identification document).
Once the applications are ranked, an allocation list and a waiting list will be generated. Those who are awarded the National Doctorate Scholarship 2025 but are unable to be awarded the EPEC Scholarship 2025, will leave their spot vacant, and the waiting list will advance accordingly. 
To activate the scholarship, the student must be enrolled.
Each year, in December, beneficiaries will be required to submit documentation for the renewal process of the benefit. This will consider at least:
· Transcript of grades with the scores obtained in the completed courses, indicating year/semester. The average grades obtained in the doctoral program must be equal to or higher than 5.0 and must not include failing grades in the curriculum courses. If these conditions are not met, the scholarship committee may consider additional information to determine whether to discontinue the benefit.
· Confirmation of current regular student status, explicitly stating the start date and duration of the program.
· Certificate of application to the ANID National Doctoral Scholarship competition for 2026.



11. OBLIGATIONS OF THE SCHOLARSHIP RECIPIENT

Once the scholarship is awarded, recipients must:
· Begin their studies no later than August 2025. Exceptionally, after the award and in qualified cases, EPEC may authorize the start of studies at a date later than the one indicated above.
· Submit all requested documentation in the formats and within the deadlines established by EPEC.
· Maintain regular student status and continuity in their studies. Any interruption of studies must be duly justified; otherwise, EPEC will decide whether to declare the early termination of the awarded scholarship.
· Maintain academic performance in line with the Doctoral program. If the scholarship recipient has failed one or more courses, EPEC will evaluate, in exceptional cases due to fortuitous circumstances, force majeure, or health issues, whether to authorize the renewal of the scholarship.
· No repayment of funds will be requested from those who are removed from their doctoral program due to failing the qualifying exam.
· Request the renewal of the scholarship in December of each year. If they fail to provide the requested information, EPEC will suspend the payment of benefits and declare non-compliance with the obligations of the scholarship.
· Inform the program and EPEC about any health issues affecting them or those under their care that impede the normal fulfillment of the obligations of the scholarship recipient, so that EPEC may accurately determine whether to suspend the scholarship with or without benefits. The suspension with benefits of the scholarship may be authorized for a maximum of 6 months per event, and in such cases, the scholarship may be extended for the period determined by EPEC. Moreover, in cases of health situations that are incompatible with academic activities, EPEC has the authority to terminate the scholarship.
· Include in each publication, poster, presentation at conferences, thesis, or other documents, a note indicating that their postgraduate studies were financed by the EPEC Doctorate Scholarship.     
In case of being absent from Chile for academic reasons, to continue receiving benefits, the scholarship recipient must:
· Inform EPEC in writing beforehand if the absence is less than SIX (6) months. Prior authorization must be requested from EPEC if the absence is longer.
· The absence must be duly justified by the coordinator of the postgraduate program or the supervisor or tutor, as appropriate.


Beauchef 850, Edificio Justicia Espada Acuña Mena, 4° piso, Casilla 2777, Santiago, Chile
https://ingenieria.uchile.cl/postgrados - correo electrónico: postgrado@ing.uchile.cl - Tel.: (56-2) 229784242 - 229784243
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